
 
1.0 Guide to Completing Dangerous Goods Notes (DGN) 

Each of the major regulations governing the transport of dangerous goods, for example the European 
Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR) and the International 
Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code), require that a document describing the nature of the 
goods accompanies the consignment on its journey. This transport document is often referred to as the 
Dangerous Goods Note (DGN).  
 
This guide focuses on how to complete a multimodal DGN for consignments travelling by road and/or sea. 
It is intended to help those completing DGNs understand the requirements. It is designed to be read in 
conjunction with the relevant legislation on the carriage of dangerous goods and is not a substitute for 
reading the regulations themselves. 
 
If you would like any further information on the transport of dangerous goods, then please email 
ncec@ricardo.com  
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2.0 Purpose of the DGN 

The DGN provides details on the contents of the consignment to carriers, receiving authorities and 

forwarders. As the regulations prevent carriers from opening packages, they must rely on the information 

given in the DGN, along with the labels and marks on the package itself, to determine what it is they are 

carrying. This information is used to ensure that the carriage is carried out correctly at each stage of the 

journey, ensuring that dangerous goods are loaded correctly and that any rules on segregation are 

complied with. In the event of a transport incident involving dangerous goods, the DGN may also be used 

by the emergency services to determine what materials are involved.   

The regulations place a duty on all those involved in the carriage of dangerous goods to stop a 

consignment if they suspect there is a problem with it. Therefore, if DGNs contain errors or missing, 

misleading or confusing information, this can lead to delays to shipments, fines or, potentially, incidents. 

2.1 General requirements for the DGN 

The requirements for dangerous goods notes are set out in Chapter 5.4 of ADR, and 5.4 of the IMDG Code.  

The DGN must be prepared in an official language of the forwarding country, and also in English, French or 

German if the official language is not one of these. For some countries, there are multi-lateral agreements 

in place that allow relaxations to this rule. For example, M85 allows the DGN to be written in Danish, 

Swedish or Norwegian if the consignment is being transported between Denmark, Sweden or Norway. 

2.2 Format 

The regulations do not stipulate a rigid format for the DGN – it just needs to contain all the information 

required by the relevant modal regulations. The DGN information can therefore be incorporated into other 

documents such as delivery notes to reduce the amount of paperwork that needs to travel with the 

consignment. ADR 5.4.5 and IMDG 5.4.5 both contain examples of multi-modal dangerous goods note 

templates, but there is no obligation to follow these. 

2.3 Required information: 

Road and Sea: 

 Name and address of consignor 

 Name and address of consignee 

 A dangerous goods description for each dangerous substance, material or article in the 

consignment (see later) 

The number and description of the type of packages for each dangerous substance, material or 

article in the consignment e.g. 2 x 200 litre drums 

e.g. 4 x 50 kg fibreboard boxes 

 The total quantity of each type of dangerous goods with a different UN number, proper shipping 

name or packing group 

 

 

 



Sea only: 

 Date that the DGN was prepared or passed to carrier 

 Signed declaration that the consignment is suitable for transport and that the goods are packaged, 

marked and labelled and in proper condition for transport 

2.4 Dangerous Goods Description  

For each dangerous substance, material or article in the consignment, a dangerous goods description must 

be provided. This consists of a number of pieces of information, which must be listed in the DGN in the 

correct order: 

1. UN number – preceded by the letters ‘UN’ 

 

2. Proper shipping name – including the technical name (if applicable) 

 

3. Road: the label numbers, as listed in column 5 of the dangerous goods list in ADR. Note that it is the 

label numbers that are required, not the Class number listed in column 2 

 

Sea: the class/division numbers of the primary hazard, as listed in column 3 of the IMDG dangerous 

goods list, and any applicable secondary hazards, as listed in column 4 

 

For both road and sea, the primary hazard class should be listed first, followed by any applicable 

secondary hazard classes in brackets 

 

4. Packing group (if applicable) – in Roman numerals. May be preceded by the initials ‘PG’ or the 

equivalent initials in the language that the DGN is being prepared in 

 

5. Road (not required for sea): Tunnel restriction code, as listed in column 15 of the dangerous goods 

list. This should be listed in capital letters and within brackets. The tunnel code can be omitted if it 

is known that the consignment will not have to pass through any tunnels, however as it is 

straightforward to do so, we would recommend it be included if possible 

The information required to complete the dangerous goods description can be found in either the product 

safety data sheet or the dangerous goods list in ADR or IMDG. 

2.5 Additional information 

For certain types of dangerous goods or for particular modes of transport, additional information may 

need to be provided in the DGN. Details of some of the more common examples are given below. This is by 

no means an exhaustive list – you must remember to check the regulations, particularly the special 

provisions for your product, when completing your DGN to ensure you provide all the required 

information.  

Environmentally hazardous materials 

For materials that are classified as environmentally hazardous, ADR requires that the words 

‘ENVIRONMENTALLY HAZARDOUS’ are given on the DGN. Similarly, IMDG requires that the words ‘MARINE 

POLLUTANT’ be included. Both ADR and IMDG recognise the use of the combined phrase 



‘ENVIRONMENTALLY HAZARDOUS/MARINE POLLUTANT’ for multi-modal consignments. We recommend 

using the combined phrase to avoid potential confusion. 

If transporting by Sea, IMDG requires that for marine pollutants assigned a generic N.O.S. proper shipping 

name, it is supplemented by the chemical name of the substances primarily responsible for the marine 

pollutant classification.  

Multi-modal consignments transported under ADR 1.1.4.2.1 

Some multi-modal consignments may meet the requirements for transport by sea or air, but not quite 

meet the requirements for road. ADR 1.1.4.2.1 allows such consignments to be transported by road. If 

transporting under this provision, the statement ‘Carriage in accordance with 1.1.4.2.1’ must be included 

in the DGN. 

Wastes 

If transporting wastes by road or sea, the word ‘Waste’ must be inserted into the dangerous goods 

description, in front of the proper shipping name. 

Flash point (Sea only) 

If transporting dangerous goods by sea with a closed cup flash point of 60°C or below, the flash point (including 

units) must be stated.  

2.6 Limited and Excepted Quantities (LQ and EQ) 

No dangerous goods note is required for goods packed in limited or excepted quantities and transported 

by road. For transport by sea, a DGN is required for both limited and excepted quantities. For limited 

quantities, the words ‘limited quantity’ or ‘LTD QTY’ must be given. For excepted quantities, the statement 

‘dangerous goods in excepted quantities’ must be included.  

2.7 Large Container/Vehicle Packing Certificate 

This should be signed by the person responsible for loading, securing, segregating and placarding the 

container or vehicle prior to it being placed on the vessel. By signing it, the person is confirming that the 

container/vehicle has been prepared in accordance with the applicable provisions of IMDG.  

2.8 Example of a completed DGN 

An example DGN, using the suggested format given in ADR 2015 and completed by the consignor for a road 

journey within the UK, is given on the next page: 

  



MULTIMODAL DANGEROUS GOODS FORM 

 

1. Shipper/Consignor/Sender 

NCEC 
Gemini Building 
Fermi Avenue, Harwell, Oxfordshire 
OX11 0QR 
United Kingdom 

2. Transport document number 

NCEC-TRANSDOC-001 

    

 

3.  

Page 1 of      1     pages 

4. Shipper’s reference 

NCEC001 

 5. Freight forwarders reference 
 

6. Consignee 

Ricardo UK 
Midlands Technical Centre      
Southam Road, Radford Semele      
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire      
CV31 1FQ 
United Kingdom 

7. Carrier (to be completed by the carrier) 

 SHIPPER’S DECLARATION 
I hearby declare that the contents of this consignment are fully 
and accurately described below by the proper shipping name, 
and are classified, packaged, marked and labelled/placarded and 
are in all respects in proper condition for transport according to 
the applicable international and national governmental 
regulations 

8. This shipment is within the limitations prescribed for:  
(delete non-applicable) 
 

9. Additional handling information 

PASSENGER AND CARGO 
AIRCRAFT 

CARGO AIRCRAFT ONLY 

10. Vessel/flight no. and date 
 

11. Port/place of loading 

12. Port/place of discharge 13. Destination 
 

14. Shipping marks * number and kind of packages; description of 
goods 

Gross mass (kg) Net mass (kg) Cube (m3) 

UN 1221, Isopropylamine, 
3 (8), PG I, (C/E) 

 4 x 12 kg fibreboard boxes 44 48 1 

*FOR DANGEROUS GOODS: you must specify: UN no., proper shipping name, hazard class, packing group (where assigned), and any other 
element of information required under applicable national and international regulations 
15. Container indentification 
no./vehicle registration no. 
 

16. Seal number(s) 17. Container/vehicle size and 
type 

18. Tare (kg) 19. Total gross mass 
(including tare) (kg) 

CONTAINER/VEHICLE PACKING CERTIFICATE 
I hearby declare that the goods described above have been 
packed/loaded into the container/vehicle identified above in 
accordance with the applicable provisions** 
(MUST BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED FOR ALL CONTAINER/VEHICLE 
LOADS BY PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PACKING/LOADING) 

21. RECEIVING ORGANISATION RECEIPT 
Received the above number of packages/containers/trailers in 
apparent good order and condition unless stated hereon: 
RECEIVING ORGANISATION REMARKS: 

20. Name of company Haulier’s name 22. Name of company (OF SHIPPER 

PREPARING THIS NOTE) 

NCEC 

Name/status of declarant Vehicle reg. no. Name/status of declarant 

J Bloggs, Packer 

Place and date Signature and date Place and date 

Harwell, 01/01/2016 

Signature of declarant DRIVER’S SIGNATURE Signature of declarant 

 

 



This report is the copyright of NCEC, a trading name of Ricardo-AEA Limited. The contents of this report may not be 

reproduced in whole or in part, nor passed to any organisation or person without the specific prior written 

permission of Commercial Manager, NCEC. The report is based on information made available to NCEC at the time of 

writing.  NCEC accepts no liability whatsoever to any third party for any loss or damage arising from any 

interpretation or use of the information contained in this report, or reliance on any views expressed therein. 
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